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About Just and Green Recovery Scotland
Just and Green Recovery Scotland is a cross-sectoral campaign working for a holistic response to

the interlinked crises of the coronavirus pandemic, inequalities and climate change. The campaign

is backed by an alliance of nearly 100 organisations from churches to charities, Trade Unions to

community groups, working across poverty and inequalities, health and housing, economy and

environment.1

Our collective vision is for a fairer, greener Scotland for everyone with a focus on wellbeing,

eradicating inequality and providing good public services and a decent income for all. A Scotland

where everyone has a say in the decisions that affect them and where we do our fair share of

climate action, restore nature and create good, green jobs across the country.

Building Back Better
With the success of the vaccination programme so far and a roadmap ahead for easing restrictions,

political focus must now turn to the recovery from this pandemic.

In the past year, the COVID-19 crisis has disproportionately impacted women, children and young

people, disabled people, LGBTI+ people, people of colour, key workers, unpaid carers, private

renters, and those on lower incomes. Meanwhile, the climate crisis continues to unfold around the

world with communities in the global South struggling both with the lack of public infrastructure

and the lack of public funds to tackle the dual crises of COVID-19 and climate change.

We have not all been in it together.

The next Scottish Government and Scottish Parliament must rebuild our communities, but a return

to business as usual is not an option. The recovery from coronavirus is a rare chance to markedly

accelerate the repurposing of government away from the prioritisation of economic growth and

towards goals of wellbeing and sustainability, ending inequality and environmental destruction.

Scotland needs a new economic strategy to this effect.

1 Just and Green Recovery letter to the First Minister, https://db66364b-6447-4c09-a7f5-089825ad9812.filesusr.com/ugd/e44c04_34ed29d72c8941d388cda050acf9438c.pdf

https://db66364b-6447-4c09-a7f5-089825ad9812.filesusr.com/ugd/e44c04_34ed29d72c8941d388cda050acf9438c.pdf


We call on all parties standing for election in May to commit to:

1. Invest in essential public services for people, not profit

● Expand public ownership of public services and boost investment in key services that have

been so vital throughout the pandemic.

● Draw up plans to bring social care into a national care service where staff terms and

conditions are determined through sectoral collective bargaining, standards of care are set

and monitored by the NHS and a stronger Care Inspectorate and the supply of equipment

and materials is nationally coordinated with strategies to enhance local manufactures and

producers to supply the sector with all its needs from PPE to food.

● Strengthen the NHS and ensure that staff are properly trained, supported and rewarded.

Firmly challenge the UK government on the need for the recruitment and retention of

health workers from outside the UK to be able to train, live and work in Scotland. Expand

the training programmes for all technical, nursing, therapeutic and medical staff that the

NHS needs.

● Invest in education. Restart the expansion of early years provision, invest in teacher

training and educational support staff, develop the Further and Higher Education Sectors to

develop the socially useful and greener skills needed as part of an expanded

cradle-to-grave education.

● Ensure all public service workers receive, in the short term, at least the real Living Wage

with the aim to lift this progressively to a higher level and that all public service workers

who worked through the pandemic are properly rewarded and paid a decent pay rise to

reflect their commitment to protect their community.

2. Protect people and redistribute wealth

● Provide an adequate income for everyone in our society.

● Redistribute wealth through tax reform. Wealth is deeply  unequally distributed in Scotland,

with the top 10% of households owning 41% of net wealth. The Scottish Government

should use the powers it has on tax to raise revenue in a way that enables redistribution

including significantly raising taxes on the wealthy, and reforming tax on land and

property.2

● Protect the jobs of workers in the sectors unable to function due to Covid, such as tourism

and leisure, providing training and new jobs in alternative fields.

● Strengthen health, safety and workers’ rights, including access to flexible home working.

● Recognise the importance of the cultural workforce in terms of the benefits to the

economy and community wellbeing, and publicly fund arts and culture recovery projects.

2 Tax Reform to Build an Inclusive and Green Economic Recovery for Scotland, Tax Justice UK
https://www.taxjustice.uk/uploads/1/0/0/3/100363766/tax_reform_to_build_an_inclusive_and_green_economic_rec
overy_for_scotland.pdf

https://www.taxjustice.uk/uploads/1/0/0/3/100363766/tax_reform_to_build_an_inclusive_and_green_economic_recovery_for_scotland.pdf
https://www.taxjustice.uk/uploads/1/0/0/3/100363766/tax_reform_to_build_an_inclusive_and_green_economic_recovery_for_scotland.pdf


3. Climate action and nature recovery

● Provide new funds to transform our society and economy to meet Scotland's Fair Share of

achieving the Paris Agreement goals, restore ecosystems and enhance biodiversity.

● Create and protect well paid, green jobs in sustainable travel, home energy efficiency

retrofits, installing heat pumps and district heating networks, with ambitious green

employment opportunities for young people and support for retraining and where whole

industries are affected.

● Launch a mass energy efficiency retrofit programme at the urgency and scale required,

addressing the failures of current programmes through adopting an area based, grassroots

community led approach.

● Focus on delivering a Just Transition for workers, and withheld from supporting fossil fuel

extraction and other polluting activities.

● Create a large- scale fossil fuel decommissioning programme of North Sea infrastructure

that adheres to just transition principles in terms of job creation and emissions cuts.

● Commit to ensuring that everyone in Scotland can access and afford healthy, sustainable

diets, with benefits for health, climate, nature and jobs.

● Support local anchor organisations and development trusts to take the lead in local

decarbonisation; via a national community energy strategy linked to a fully resourced

programme of local energy planning.

4. Strengthen democracy and human rights

● Create an Independent Recovery Commission founded on participatory democracy to

engage and empower communities, trade unions and civil society.

● Enable full scrutiny of planning and policy decisions.

● Introduce fundamental human rights into Scots law so that safety nets are always in place

for the most vulnerable.

● Withdraw the Covid Emergency police powers, surveillance measures and restrictions on

protest as soon as possible. The UK government’s new policing bill, inspired by these

emergency powers, is a brazen assault on the right to protest that will have implications for

Scottish citizens wanting to protest in other parts of the UK. The bill must be actively

opposed by Members of the Scottish Parliament.



5. A global recovery

Scotland must offer solidarity across borders by proactively supporting an international emergency

response to the  coronavirus and climate crises:

● Put forward a Wellbeing and Sustainable Development Bill to make it a statutory

requirement for public bodies and local authorities in Scotland to think about the short-

and long-term impact of their decisions, both in Scotland and around the world. It would

ensure that Scotland not only contributes to the Sustainable Development Goals and our

climate commitments but, crucially, does not undermine them.

● Significantly increase the Climate Justice Fund with new and additional finance that is not

repurposed from existing development funding.

● Stand up for the global south at COP26, calling for a massive increase in financial support

for countries to adapt to and recover from the impacts of climate change, including a

standalone finance goal for adaptation and a financial mechanism for loss & damage.

● Back the call for international debt cancellation, including by major private creditors, and

call on the UK government to pass legislation to prevent vulture funds suing governments

in British courts. African governments owe private creditors, such as BlackRock and HSBC,

three times as much as it would cost to vaccinate the entire continent against Covid-19. A

group of these private creditors recently refused requests from the Zambian government,

one of Scotland’s international development partner countries, to restructure its debts

despite calls from the heads of the UN, IMF and World Bank for the private sector to

participate in debt relief.

● Support equitable access to COVID-19 treatment. Vaccines and treatments, developed

using public funding, have been patented by pharmaceutical companies who are able to

control prices. To stop vaccine apartheid and the hoarding of vaccines by rich countries like

the UK, the Scottish parliament must support and put pressure on the UK government to

back the proposal at the World Trade Organisation to drop patents on Covid-19 vaccines

and treatments for the duration of the pandemic, so that production can be ramped up and

life-saving vaccines and treatments made available to everyone everywhere. The Scottish

government can also override patents  through the use of a Crown Use License – and we

urge it to publicly commit to doing so where necessary.

For more information, please contact:
justrecoveryscot@gmail.com

Or visit the campaign website:

https://www.justgreenrecovery.scot

Organisations involved in Just and Green Recovery Scotland will be happy to provide further detail on any of

the issues raised above.
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