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About Just and Green Recovery Scotland 

Just and Green Recovery Scotland is a cross-sectoral campaign working for a holistic, radical 

response to the dual crises of coronavirus and climate change. The campaign is backed by an 

alliance of over 80 organisations from churches to charities, Trade Unions to community groups, 

working across poverty and inequalities, health and housing, economy and environment . 1

 

Introduction 

The COVID-19 crisis has disproportionately impacted women, children and young people, disabled 

people, LGBTI people, people of colour, key workers, unpaid carers, private renters, and those on 

lower incomes. Meanwhile, the climate crisis continues to unfold around the world with 

communities in the global South facing the double threat of COVID-19 and climate change. We 

have not all been in it together.  

 

The recovery from Coronavirus is a rare chance to markedly accelerate the repurposing of 

government away from the prioritisation of economic growth and towards goals of wellbeing 

and sustainability, ending inequality and environmental destruction. Scotland needs a new 

economic strategy to this effect. 

 

The First Minister has stated the need for a recovery that cuts climate emissions by “building a 

fairer, greener and more equal society”, an aim that we strongly agree with. However the reports 

and plans published so far do not yet set the ambition, investment or vision required to deliver the 

transformation needed to build back better to a fairer, greener Scotland. 

 

Below we set out an overview of five key areas for a Just and Green Recovery for Scotland: 

 

1. Invest in essential public services for people, not profit 

● Expand public ownership of public services and boost investment in key services that have 

been so vital throughout the pandemic. Specifically, draw up plans to bring social care into 

a national care service where staff terms and conditions are determined through sectoral 

collective bargaining, standards of care are set and monitored by the NHS and a stronger 

Care Inspectorate and the supply of equipment and materials is nationally coordinated 

with strategies to enhance local manufactures and producers to supply the sector with all 

its needs from PPE to food. 

1 Just and Green Recovery letter to the First Minister,  https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11DyjaVvrCwoXXho1Yz8d4A4NGwv_HaAy  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11DyjaVvrCwoXXho1Yz8d4A4NGwv_HaAy


● Strengthen the NHS and ensure that staff are properly trained, supported and rewarded. 

Firmly challenge the UK government on the need for the recruitment and retention of 

health workers from outside the UK to be able to train, live and work in Scotland. Expand 

the training programmes for all technical, nursing, therapeutic and medical staff that the 

NHS needs. 

● Restart the expansion of early years provision, invest in teacher training and the 

educational support staff, develop the Further and Higher Education Sectors to develop the 

socially useful and greener skills needed as part of an expanded cradle-to-grave education. 

● Ensure all public service workers receive, in the short term, at least the real Living Wage 

with the aim to lift this progressively to a higher level. 

 

2. Protect people and redistribute wealth 

● Redistribute wealth through tax reform. Wealth is deeply unequally distributed in 

Scotland, with the top 10% of households owning 41% of net wealth. The Scottish 

Government should use the powers it has on tax to raise revenue in a way that enables 

redistribution including significantly raising taxes on the wealthy, and reforming tax on 

land and property . 2

● Provide adequate incomes for everyone in society. 

● Strengthen health, safety and workers’ rights, including access to flexible home working. 

● Protect the jobs of workers in the sectors unable to function due to Covid, such as tourism 

and leisure, providing training in alternative fields. 

● Recognise the importance of the cultural workforce in terms of the benefits to the 

economy and community wellbeing, and publicly fund arts and culture recovery projects. 

 

3. Climate action and nature recovery 

● Provide new funds to transform our society and economy to meet Scotland's Fair Share of 

achieving the Paris Agreement goals, restore ecosystems and enhance biodiversity. 
● Create and protect good, green jobs in sustainable travel,home energy efficiency retrofits, 

installing heat pumps and district heating networks, with ambitious green employment 

opportunities for young people and support for retraining where whole industries are 

affected. 

● Attach binding conditions to all government support to align with our climate targets.  

● Use Air Departure Tax to raise funds for sustainable transport measures. 

● Recovery funding should be focused on delivering a Just Transition for workers, and 

withheld from supporting fossil fuel extraction and other polluting activities. 

● Create a large scale fossil fuel decommissioning programme of North Sea infrastructure 

that adheres to just transition principles in terms of job creation and emissions cuts. 

● Commit to ensuring that everyone in Scotland can access and afford healthy, sustainable 

diets, with benefits for health, climate, nature and jobs. 

 

2 Tax Reform to Build an Inclusive and Green Economic Recovery for Scotland, Tax Justice UK 
https://www.taxjustice.uk/uploads/1/0/0/3/100363766/tax_reform_to_build_an_inclusive_and_green_economic_re
covery_for_scotland.pdf 
 

https://www.taxjustice.uk/uploads/1/0/0/3/100363766/tax_reform_to_build_an_inclusive_and_green_economic_recovery_for_scotland.pdf
https://www.taxjustice.uk/uploads/1/0/0/3/100363766/tax_reform_to_build_an_inclusive_and_green_economic_recovery_for_scotland.pdf


4. Strengthen democracy and human rights  

● Create an Independent Recovery Commission founded on participatory democracy to 

engage and empower communities, trade unions and civil society.  

● Enable full scrutiny of planning and policy decisions.  

● Introduce fundamental human rights into Scots law so that safety nets are always in place 

for the most vulnerable. 

● Withdraw the Covid Emergency police powers, surveillance measures and restrictions on 

protest as soon as possible. 

 

5. A global recovery 

Scotland must offer solidarity across borders by proactively supporting an international 

emergency response to the  Coronavirus and climate crises:  

● The new Inter-Ministerial Group on Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development 

(PCSD) group should hold its inaugural meeting, putting climate and COVID-19 at the top of 

its agenda. 

● Significantly increase the Climate Justice Fund with new and additional finance that is not 

repurposed from existing development funding.  

● Support the operation of the Santiago Network under the UNFCCC to address issues of Loss 

and Damage in least developed countries and small island developing states .  3

● Back the call for debt cancellation, and call on the UK government to use its key role in the 

global financial system to force private lenders to write off debts.  A recent report  showed 4

that even in the middle of a pandemic, lower income countries are paying $2.8 billion a 

month servicing their debts – with nearly $1 billion every month going in payments to large 

banks and investment funds.  

● Support equitable access to COVID-19 treatment. Vaccines and treatments, developed 

using public funding, may be patented by pharmaceutical companies who will then be able 

to control prices. The Scottish government can override patents  through the use of a 

Crown Use License – and we urge it to publicly commit to doing so where necessary. 

Collaboration by governments around the world is also vital. We call on the Scottish 

government to publicly show its support for the World Health Organisation’s Covid-19 

Technology Access Pool , set up to share health technology related knowledge, intellectual 
5

property and data, and to put pressure on the UK government to also support the 

initiative.  

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Caroline Rance justrecoveryscot@gmail.com  

 

Organisations involved in Just and Green Recovery Scotland will be happy to provide further detail 

on any of the issues raised above. 

3 https://unfccc.int/santiago-network 
4 https://www.globaljustice.org.uk/resources/passing-buck-debt-relief  
5www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/covid
-19-technology-access-pool/solidarity-call-to-action 
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